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Fig. 106 Tives should be checked fre- Fig. 107 Tires with deep culs, oy culs

quently for any sign of punclure or dam- which bulge, sheuld be replaced Immedi-
age ately
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Fig. 108 Examples of inflation-ralated the
wear patierns

pocket type gauge. Too often, the gauge on the end
of the air hose at your comer garage is not accu-
rate because it suffers too much abuse. Always
check tire pressure when the tires are cold, as
pressure increases with temperature. If you must
move the vehicle to check the tire inflation, do not
SIS UL X drive more than a mile before checking. A cold tire
IMPROPERLY is generally one that has not been driven for more

PROPERLY

INFLATED INFLATED than three hours.
RADIAL TIRE A plate or sticker is normally provided some-
Thosiens where in the vehicle {door post, hood, trunk or
Fig. 189 Radial tires have a characleristie trunk lid)
sidewall bulge; don't ry to measure pres- This shows the proper pressure for the tires.
sure by losking at the tire. Use 2 guallty Never counteract excessive pressure build-up by

alr pressure gauge bleeding off air pressure (letting some air out). This
v will cause the tire to run hotter and wear quicker.

tire's ability to perform as intended. A tire wili lose
some air in day-to-day use; having to add a few

pounds of air periodically is not necessarily a sign Never exceed the maximum Hre pressure
of a leaking tire. embossed on the tre! This Is the pressure
Two items should be a permanent fixture in to be used when the tire is at mazimam
every glove compartment: an accurate tire pressure loading, but # is ravely the correc! pressure
gauge and a tread depth gauge. Check the tire for everyday driving. Consult the owner’s

pressure {including the spare) regularly with a

manual or the tire pressure sticker for the
sorreet tire pressure,

Once you've maintained the correct tire pres-
sures for several weeks, you'll be familiar with the
vehicle’s braking and handling personality. Slight
adjustments in tire pressures can fine-fune these
characteristics, but never change the cold pressure
specification by more than 2 psi. A slightly softer
tire pressure will give a softer ride but also yield
lower fuel mileage. A slightly harder tire will give
crisper dry road handling but can cause skidding
on wet surfaces. Unless you're fully attuned to the
vehicle, stick to the recommended inflation pres-
Sures. ;

All tires made since 1968 have buili-in tread
wear indicator bars that show up as V2 in. (13mm)
wide smooth bands across the tire when Vae in.
{1.5mm) of tread remains. The appearance of {read
wear indicators means that the tires should be
replaced. In fact, many states have laws prohibit-
ing the use of tires with less than this amount of
fread. ' ,

When replacing tires, only the size, load range
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